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1.
Name of Data Centre

National Oceanographic Centre

2.
National Odinafrica Coordinator


Name:

Mr. Roger Djiman


Institution:
Center for Scientific and Technical Research-Benin (CSTR-B)


Address:
P.O. Box 03-1665




Cotonou, Benin

3.
Brief History

The regional workshop on the launching of the Ocean Data and Information Network for Africa, ODINAFRICA-II Project, took place from 2nd to 4th May in Dakar.

Mr. Roger Djiman represented Benin, during this launching workshop, and subsequently became the National Project’s Coordinator.

The ODINAFRICA Project is based at the National Oceanographic Centre (Centre National Océanographique, CNO) of the Centre for Scientific and Technical Research-Benin (CSTR-B) (Centre Béninois de la Recherche Scientifique et Technique, CNO/CBRST).

Since its launch, a series of activities has been undertaken in Benin for the effective implementation of the project in our country.

4.
Holding of the Project’s National Workshop

The National Workshop on the launching of the ODINAFRICA-II Project took place in Cotonou (Benin) from 26th to 27th April 2001 under the chairmanship of Dr Bellarmin CODO, Technical Adviser to the Ministry in charge of Scientific and Technical Research.

5.
Main resolutions of the national workshop

· The participants endorsed the establishment of the National Oceanographic Data Centre (NODC) based in the premises of National Oceanographic Centre (Centre National Océanographique, CNO), of the Centre for Scientific and Technical Research - Benin (Centre Béninois de recherche scientifique et technique, CNO/CBRST).

A decision will be made to endorse its establishment.

· A steering Committee of the NODC was formed. It is made up of representatives from the following organizations:

· Centre for Scientific and Technical Research - Benin (CSTR-B) (Centre Béninois de Recherche scientifique et technique (CBRST)

· Fisheries Authority (Direction des Pêches, DP)

· Cotonou Port Authority (Port Autonome de Cotonou, PAC)

· Benin Environmental Agency (Agence Béninoise pour l’Environnement, ABE)

· National Remote-sensing (Centre National de Télédétection, CENATEL)

· Agency for security and Air Navigation in Africa (Agence pour la Sécurité et la Navigation Aérienne en Afrique, ASECNA)

· The steering Committee is in charge of making a follow-up of the NODC. It meets, once every six months. An annual national workshop has been planned for each year with the aim of making a general review of the NODC’s activities and elaboration new orientations for the general policy of the projects’ future.

The Workshop recommended the urgent establishment of a Basic Ocean Parameters Observation Station.

The steering Committee held its first ordinary session on 26th September 2001 at the National Oceanographic Data Center/CSTR-B (Centre National de Données Océanographiques/CBRST).

6.
Benin’s Participation In Workshops Organized By The Project

· Mr. Zacharie SOHOU participated in the Workshop on Oceanographic Databases Management Methods held in Casablanca (Morocco) from 3rd to 12th April 2001. 

· Mr. Thierry AZONHE will participate in the Workshop on Management Methodology of Oceanographic Information scheduled for Cape Town (South Africa) from 29th October to 10th November 2001. He replaces Mr. DEGBE George (in charge of Management of Oceanographic Information) at the Workshop.

7.
Filing of Existing Data

A permanent team made up of 3 researchers :

· Mr. Roger DJIMAN, the Project’s National Coordinator,

· Mr. Zacharie SOHOU, in charge of Database Management

· Mr. George DEGBE, in charge of Oceanographic Information Management and

· The secretary, Miss Délé ALAYE.

The team is working with members of the Steering Committee on the sharing of the raw data and reports available at the level of National Institutions.

Up-to-date, the team has made an inventory of the Working Reports on Oceanographic and Fisheries Campaigns undertaken on the Benin coast for the last 40 years.

Furthermore, the team has come up with the following data :

· Data on marine productions of small-scale and industrial fishing (monthly averages) and on trawling activities.

· Oceanographic data (monthly averages of temperatures and salinity of the surface and the sea-bed)

· Oceanographic data obtained from oceanographic campaigns and trawling activities

· Meteorological data in the coastal towns (Cotonou, Ouidah, Grand-Popo) over a period of 40 to 50 years.

· The data is made up of monthly averages for precipitation; air minimum and maximum temperatures ; evaporation, period of sunshine ; speed of wind and relative humidity.

· Hydrologic data of coastal lagoons,

· Bathymetric data obtained from the construction (works) and expansion of the Cotonou Port Authority (Port Autonome de Cotonou, PAC) and from bathymetric and oceanographic activities.

· Environmental data obtained from several reports: all these data are stored at the National Oceanographic Data Centre’s Headquarters.

8.
Elaboration of a National List of Marine and Adjacent Coastal Area’s Researchers, Engineers and Technicians

The NODC, in collaboration with the Management of the CSTR-B (CBRST) have undertaken the elaboration of an up-dated list of Marine and adjacent coastal area’s Researchers, Engineers and Technicians. Forms were designed and sent to the heads of some target organizations and identified Researchers. The duly completed forms should be sent to the NODC by the end of October.

9.
Purchase of Equipment

The Project purchased three micro-computers, two printers and a scanner.

It has installed its own telephone line and is preparing to acquire a photocopier.

