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1. Name of Data Centre

National Odinafrica Data Centre

2. National Odinafrica Coordinator

Name:


Dr Aboubakari Boina

Designation:

Deputy Director CNDRS and Secretary General of the National 

Commission of the Comoros for UNESCO

Institution:
National Centre for Documentation and Scientific Research (Centre National de Documentation et de Recherche Scientifique, CNDRS) 

Address:

P.O. Box 169 Moroni Comores

Telephone:

(269) 731230 or (269) 744187

Fax:


(269) 744189

Email: 


cndrs@snpt.km or labo.cndrs@snpt.km
3. 
National Odinafrica Data Centre

Name of Institution:
National Centre for Documentation and Scientific Research (Centre National de Documentation et de Recherche Scientifique, CNDRS)

Head of Institution:

Dr Ainouddine Sidi

Designation:


Director

Head of Data Centre: 

Ahmed Abdoulkarim

Designation:
In charge of the Oceanographic Data and Information Centre

Address:


P.O. Box 169 Moroni Comoros

Telephone: 


(269) 731230 or (269) 744187

Fax:



(269) 744189

Email: 



cndrs@snpt.km or labo.cndrs@snpt.km
URL :



None

4.
Description of Institution 

The most important scientific and cultural projects undertaken since the independence (1975) is the establishment of the National Centre for Documentation and Scientific Research (Centre National de Documentation et de Recherche Scientifique, CNDRS) in 1979. It has the following missions:

· To protect and promote cultural and natural heritage of the country.

· To develop, guide and coordinate scientific and technological research.

· To elaborate and disseminate, from the knowledge gained from the human and natural heritage of the Comoros, knowledge and know-how and/or expertise which will enable development programs avoid the inadequacy of imported techniques in the national scientific infrastructure.

· To introduce into the education systems programs knowledge which will arouse reawakening of the natural dynamism of the people and enable senior national officials to recognize themselves/be recognized as active players of the counting’s history.

The Centre contains seven divisions: national archives; national library; national documentation centre; national museum; scientific research; production and enhancement of value; administration. To the list is added the National Centre for Documentation and Scientific Research, CNDRS).

The scientific research division is composed of two departments: the department of human sciences and the department of natural sciences. The former consists of five laboratories: oral tradition and social anthropology, linguistics, history, archeology and Islamic civilization. The later is made up of four laboratories: geology, entomology, zoology and botany. The two departments work with the CNDRS own programs or with development programs at the nation, regional or international level. To cite an example, the laboratory of oral traditions and social anthropology has conducted applied research with the “Community development funds”. At the regional level the institution has successfully participated in the program of the Indian Ocean Commission on Aromatic and Medicinal Plants. At the international level, we can cite the SAREC Project -initiated by Sweden- aimed at learning about the origins of south - east African towns.

The Documentation and archives division reconstructs and keeps the collective memory of the Comoros as well as facilitates the flow of scientific information. An update of the national bibliographic databases has been made. Researchers can use the computer tool to access these data.

The library of the CNDRS is also at the researchers’ and the public’s disposal. Services offered in this library range from photocopy, thematic use, lending of books, guided visits and training and supervision of trainees.

Seminars and discussion panels are often organized and are open to the public. A symposium on “Twenty years of the Comoros’ Independence” took place in July 1995. The proceedings of the symposium constitute a reference document on the recent history and the situation of the archipelago. It is within this framework that the National Oceanographic Data and Information Centre - which has just been formed following the participation of the Comoros in the ODINAFRICA-II Program - is going to operate.

5.
Description of Data Center

The Oceanographic Data and Information Centre is housed in two halls measuring 50 m2 each. The Centre can also make use of the space of the CNDRS.

The computer material is delivered within the framework of the program; these are computers and two printers with all the accessories.

The telephone line and Internet connection are currently being shared with the CNDRS. Official requests have already been made for a direct telephone line and an Internet connection, to make the Centre autonomous.

Two of the Centre’s managerial staff: Ahmed Abdulkarim and Echat Abdouraouf spend 70 % of their working time on the Center’s work. They share a secretary. Once the Center is capable of operating at its maximum capacity, we are planning to accept trainees who shall have applied for training within the Center.

On the side of training, Mr. Ahmed Abdoulkarim participated in a training course organized in Morocco. Ms. Echat Abdouraouf is to participate in the training course scheduled for Cape Town within the framework of the ODINAFRICA-II Program. In the present circumstances, it will be premature to plan other training courses. Working experience and functioning of the Center in the coming months will determine the necessity or otherwise of other training courses.

The Center works very closely with the CNDRS. The former can have at its disposal all of the later’s books, maps, video material, photo and computer material.

6.
Database Development

The Centre has not yet acquired its own databases. However, it accesses and benefits from the (CNDRS) and other institutions’ data or from partner programs such as: Analysis of the Coastal Environment of the Comoros; data of the National Meteorological service; the database on biodiversity, fisheries and marine related activities.

The Centre will certainly acquire all essential reports and documents related to the coastal region of the Comoros and the Ocean.

7.
Data Products Development

Data Services:

Considering the current state of the Centre and delay in payment, we possess neither data products nor data services.

8.
Publicity and Public Awareness

The National Workshop on the establishment of an oceanographic data and information centre enjoyed some good media coverage notably by the press and the national radio. The newsletter of the National Commission of the Comoros for UNESCO (Commission Nationale des Comores pour l’UNESCO) covered, on three different occasions, the Data Centre through articles written by Ahmed Abdoulkarim and Echata Abdouraouf.

9.
Linkages to Other Organisations/Groups


None

10.
Contribution of Data Center Activities to Ocean and Coastal Management at National Level


None

9 and 10 have not yet started due to the reasons cited in no.7.

Moreover, at the local level (in the Comoros), the Data Centre is attached to the Information Centre under the scientific guidance of Ahmed Abdoulkarim who is assisted by Echata Abdouraouf, notably on the side of Information.

Finally, we will bring to the regional seminar a bibliography and some literature on the studies done in the Comoros.

