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1.
Name of Data Centre

Madagascar National Oceanographic Data Centre (MD – NODC)

2.
National Coordinator

Name:

Dr MAN WAI RABENEVANANA

Address:
Fisheries and Marine Sciences Institute 

P.O. Box 141 - Route du Port - TULEAR 601

Tel/Fax : 
(261) 94 435 52

3. 
Address of the Centre

Fisheries and Marine Sciences Institute 

P.O. Box 141 - Route du Port - TULEAR 601

Tel/Fax : (261) 94 435 52


URL:
under construction

4.
Date of designation of the Centre 

(IODE) - December 2000

5.
Projects and Activities of the Centre Since 31st May 2001

This year, the Centre’s activities are focused on the following points:

· Establishment of a national metadata CD-ROM

· CD-ROM of marine species and advertising tools (posters, prospectus, billboard and web site) Database, not forgetting staff training and up-dating of data’s catalogues.

6.
Advertising Products and Tools

The Web site

The Centre’s Web site is established. Negotiations with Data Telecom Malagasy - DTS (provider) are proceeding well on the site, and the site will be launched soon.

7.
Infrastructure, Training and Expenditure

Infrastructure:

Construction of the next NODC building is being finalized. It will be operational from the end of October (earlier than scheduled).

Staff training:

Apart from the NODC team, other Fishing Companies have been visited since July 2001. These missions have enabled the Centre’s team to collect information and/or data from these organizations. The following report was compiled in the South-East Madagascar.

Within the ODINAFRICA-II project framework, the National Oceanographic Data Centre for Madagascar (MD-NODC) has planned several missions this year with a view of establishing a national oceanographic data and/or information exchange network. Companies, societies or institutions working in the marine or environmental sector would be the potential data source partners of the Centre. This journey across the nation started in southern-east Madagascar, notably in Fort-Dauphin (Tolagnaro).

Fort-Dauphin: on the map:

Located in the extreme southern-east of the island, Fort-Dauphin, the capital of south-east Madagascar is famous for its beautiful beaches and historical sites. Each year it attracts thousands of tourists from all over the world. The SE-NW trade wing brings about gigantic waves breaking on the uneven and rocky coastline. The rocks are home to a treasure for the local population, the crayfish/rocky lobster.

In fact, fishing is an important economic activity of the region. Crayfish/rocky lobster is the main speciality of which the g.Palinurus homarus represents the largest share of the catch. Here, the crayfish/rocky lobster is caught on a 450 km-long coastal strip.

The mission:

The mission lasted six days (from 19/07/01 to 24/07/01) during which five fishing companies were visited. The following table shows the progress of the mission.

The calendar

	Date
	Activities

	19.07.01 a.m.
	Departure from Tuléar (AIR MAD)

	19.07.01 a.m.
	Arrival at Fort-Dauphin

	19.07.01 p.m.
	Courtesy visit at the Town Hall

	20.07.01 a.m.
	Visit to Fishing company

	a.m.
	Sce Pêche Tolagnaro

MADA PECHE (rocky lobster)

Visit to the Town Hall : implementation Project of a Marine Station in the South

	p.m.
	Le Martin Pêcheur (rocky lobster)

SUD EXPORT (rocky lobster)

EMI (rocky lobster)

	21.07.01

22.07.01
	Visit to Fort-Dauphin and surrounding areas

	23.07.01
	Visit to the Town Hall’s Information Centre and giving of small MD-NODC advertising plaques to the local authorities.

	24.07.01
	Return to Tuléar (AIR MADAGASCAR).


Companies visited:

Five fishing companies were visited during the stay, including: Le Service de Pêche, le MADA PECHE, le Martin Pêcheur, le SUD EXPORT and EMI.

Le Service de Pêche :

Le Service de Pêche de Fort-Dauphin is a public service company. It collects all the data and/or the information about fishing in the Anossienne region. According to the information given by the service, 5 different species of crayfish/rocky lobsters are caught in the region, with the g.Palinurus homarus being the main species. On average, 320 tons of all species of crayfish/rocky lobster are caught every year. More than 4,000 families – which have a total population of 22,000 people – practise crayfish/rocky lobster fishing. Fishing is traditional. It is done using (dugout) canoes and lobster pots where the sea is often very rough. Crayfish/lobster fishing is prohibited during the first 3 months of the year. It is authorized between 1st April and 1st December. The size of the catch is regulated : when the size is less than 20 cm, the lobsters should be released. The same applies to those that carry eggs. Offenders are normally fined.

Le MADA PECHE

Established in 1999, le MADA PECHE specializes in lobster-fishing. With a workforce of about twenty employees, the company exports its finished products to Europe in accordance with EC Standards. Until July 2001 (during our passage in Fort-Dauphin), the company had already spent a paltry sum of 3 billion Malagasy Francs in the purchase of raw products, an equivalent of 6,000 kg of raw lobsters.

LE MARTIN PECHEUR

Established in 1986 by Jacques Daumas - born Frenchman- Le Martin Pêcheur used to deal in marine algae and then lobsters. The company also sells prawns and/or shrimps as well as fish. The company was the first to obtain an export approval to Europe (in November 1997). It has a workforce of 83 people and 10 day labourers. Of the 320 tons of lobsters caught in the region, Le Martin Pêcheur processes around 180, 50 % of which are exported to Europe and 50 % to Japan.

To ensure the collection of products along the coastline (450 km divided into several zones) is maintained, the company uses 4-wheel drive vehicles and two small planes. This procedure also helps to keep the lobsters fresh on arrival at the factory. 40 % of the collection is done by air ; about 60 tons in 1999. About ten runways were, therefore, rehabilitated. The 4-wheel drive vehicles collect products from nearby villages. Before the arrival of the 4-wheel drive vehicles, the lobsters are conserved in fish-tanks and/or fish-ponds. Before being exported, the lobsters are processed according to the European health standards so that consumers can safely enjoy this product of the south-eastern sea of Madagascar.

Other information and/or data collected during the mission are available in video-cassette form or on the Center’s web site.

