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1.
Name of Data Centre


National Odinafrica Data Centre

2.
National Odinafrica Coordinator

Name:



Rondolph Payet

Designation: 


Resource Manager

Institution: 


Seychelles Fishing Authority

Address: 


Fishing Port, Victoria, Mahé 

P.O. Box 449, Seychelles

Telephone: 


+248 224597

Fax: 



+248 224508

3.
Description of Host Institution

Name of Host Institution: 
Seychelles Fishing Authority

Head of Host Institution: 
Philippe Michaud

Designation: 


Managing Director

Address: 


Fishing Port, Victoria, 

P.O. Box 449, Seychelles

Telephone: 


+248 22597 

Fax: 



+248 224508

4.
Brief History

The SFA was incorporated on 31st August 1984 by the Seychelles Fishing Authority (Establishment Act) Act, although it had physically been in existence since September 1983. It was created to develop the fishing industry to its fullest potential and to safeguard the resource base for sustainable development. The SFA is also the executive arm of the Seychelles Government in the field of Fisheries.

5.
Objectives and Activities

The objectives and activities of the Seychelles Fishing Authority range from; promoting, organise and develop fishing, fishing industries and fishery resources in Seychelles, develop national fisheries policies, conduct negotiation with respect to fishing, participate in manpower training in the fishing industries, carried out scientific, operational and developmental research and the monitoring control and surveillance of exploitable living marine resources. 

6.
Participation in National/Regional/International Programmes

The Seychelles Fishing Authority is actively involve in numerous national programmes: National Biodiversity Action Plan, Shoals of Capricorn and Climate Change Committee; Regional programmes includes: Indian Ocean Tuna Commission, IOCINCWIO, WIOMAP and the Indian Ocean Commission and international programmes includes: ARGO, GOOS, Indian GOOS, and IBPIO to name a few. 

7.
Description of Data Centre

The Data Centre was established in 1997. 

Designated National Agency for Coastal and Oceanographic Data.

8.
Objectives 

The Objectives of the Data Centre within the Seychelles Fishing Authority is to:

· Fulfill the role of a marine data bank, carry out national services in oceanography, data dissemination and exchange, and promote good data management nationally. 

· Carry marine environment monitoring in relation to its influence on the marine ecosystem. 

· Maintain close relations with other DNA’s, NODC’s and WODC’s in marine related data.

· Make available data in formats readily understood, provide tool for data analysis, and advise on data collection.

· Promote sustainable resources management through appropriate data applications

· Promote operational oceanography for fisheries and climate information (safety at sea, coastal dynamics, sea state, current, winds and climate anomalies)

· Serve the scientific community and assist in decision-making

.

National framework:  

No definite framework has been established, however, this is presently under consideration and on how to better serve the scientific personnel and the end users. 

Physical infrastructure (floor space available - square metres; shelf space available-metres):
The office is situated with the building of the Seychelles Fishing Authority and has a floor space of approximately 20m². One Office and 2 computers, including a Scanner, CD Writer, A4 and A3 printer. SFA is currently moving to a Windows 2000 Platform.

Communication and Connectivity:

The telephone system is shared with the Institution and the Internet connectivity is dial up with shared and individual email addresses. 

Staffing:

Only one member of staff: Rondolph Payet

Administration of the data centre, dealing with request and other services including research. Proportion of time allocated to the Data centre is approximately 20% per week.

Training (Rondolph Payet):

· BSc (Hons). Fisheries Science and Oceanography: University of Plymouth UK, 1996.

· Ocean Data Management Training Course, Mombassa (1997) and Cape Town (1998 &1999).

· MSc. Coastal and Marine Resource Management. University of Portsmouth, UK, 2000.

· Ph.D: Fisheries Management and Economic with Geographical Information Science, University Of Portsmouth, CEMARE, 2001. 

Other Facilities


Software: 

MapInfo Professional 6, MapImagery 6.5, Window 2000, Office 2000, Ocean Data View, GEDCO 97, Minitab, WinBilko and other small program for data manipulation.


Books and manuals: None.


Maps and Atlases:  Videos, tapes, and CDs: World Ocean Data Atlas, Ocean Sections and Data; WOCE data sets, TOGA data Sets, Pathfinder Data Set, 1995-1997.


Journal subscriptions: None.


Aerial photographs and satellite imagery:  None.

9.
Data Development

· Meta database: Meta database developed within MEDI. This Includes 100 records (inclusive of data sets, Books and scientific papers. There are plans to move towards Microsoft Access.

· Database of national institutions involved in ocean related activities: Fisheries Database, Fishermen and Marine Species Database.

· National database of marine professionals:  None 

· Cruise reports: None

· National meteorological databases: 

· National and other Biodiversity databases: Research driven mainly birds and turtles and plants (invasive plants) and National Parks. 

· National and other ocean Resource databases: None

· National and other Environmental databases: None (spreadsheet based) and event driven

10.
Data Products Development (Ongoing and Completed)


National and other ocean Resource Atlases: Fisheries Potential Mapping Atlas


National and other Environmental Atlases: Sensibility mapping Atlases

11.  
Data Services (Ongoing and Completed)


Preparation of maps: ongoing


Provision of raw data: ongoing


Provision of aerial photographs and satellite imagery: none.


Ministry of Land use and Habitat. 


Information to public: Ongoing


Other (provide details): Website 

12. 
Publicity and Public Awareness (Ongoing and Completed)


National meetings about the data centre: Ongoing


Visits to institutions: none 


Newspaper articles about the data centre: none


Website(s) about the data centre: Yes


Brochure(s): Yes


Newsletter(s): None 


Other (provide details): None

13.
Linkages to Other Organisations/Groups


Science programmes- Shoals of Capricorn (Research initiative to understand the Mascareign Region of the Indian Ocean. 


Linked to the new initiative of Indian Ocean GOOS, GOOS Africa, IODE, WIOMAP, HABITAT, ODINEAFRICA, and IOCINCWIO. 


Participation in Ocean Observing Systems

14.
Contribution of Data Centre Activities to Ocean and Coastal Management at National Level

The overall contribution of the data centre to national coastal and marine management programme is rather minimal. This is due to the present sectoral approach in the management of the resources. However, the contribution of the centre is progressively increasing as it benefits are recognised and appreciated.  There are no definite current national coastal and marine policy or programme, though some issues have been raised in the Environmental Management of Seychelles 2000-2010. 

15.
Recommendations for Amendments to the Odinafrica Work Plan as Approved in May 2000 With regard to Ocean Data Management

None.

16.
Assessment of the Implementation of the Ocean Data Management Component of Odinafrica During Jan - Aug 2001

In conclusion ocean data management in Seychelles has progressed but note in manner intended. No national workshop have organised however, a website was developed to create an awareness of the centre.  The planned activities for the period Jan-Aug 2001 is satisfactory. 

17.
National Odinafrica Information Centre

Head of Information Centre:

Josette CONFAIT

Designation:



Documentation Officer
Address: 



Seychelles Fishing Authority, 

P. O Box 449 Victoria, Mahe, Seychelles
Telephone:



248 224597

Fax:




248 224508

Email: 




jconfait@hotmail.com

URL:




None

18.
Description of Host Institution (Only Provide If Different From The One Hosting The Data Centre)

19.
Brief History

Objectives, Activities, facilities available (including equipment and observation platforms)

Participation in national/regional/international programmes)

20.
Description of Information Centre

The Library/Information Centre was established in 1989.

21.
Objectives and Terms of Reference

· Create a holdings of materials related to fisheries and marine resources in the Seychelles, the Indian Ocean Region and Internationally

· Manage, preserve and retrieve such information

· Encourage the inter-regional exchange of all fisheries and marine related literature

· Manage and distribute all the organisation publications

There is an absence of a National Information System as such the different centres collaborate on an informal basis in order to share the available resources

Physical infrastructure (floor space available - square metres; shelf space available- metres)

Office and computer equipment available: A DELL DIMENSION L Micro Tower Series linked to a HP Laserjet 1200 Series printer and a HP Scanjet 5300 C scanner

The telephone system is shared with the Institution. The Internet system uses dial up connection with both individual and shared email addresses

Staffing

There are two staff members:

-
Josette Confait

Administrating and managing of the Information Centre and also responsible for organising and supervising services for users.

Training 

· Users’ Training Course on the use of Mini-micro CDS/ISIS software package (June 1992) University of Botswana

· Regional Workshop on Marine Information Management (August 1992) Mombasa Kenya

· Course on Bibliographic Database Management (August 1995). Mombasa, Kenya

· Certificate in IT Application. University of London October 1998

· Workshop on preservation and conservation of library meeting. (November 1999). Seychelles

· Attachment at the FAO Fisheries Library Rome. (May/June 2000)


-
Denise Mathiot (Mrs)

Basic duties include the dispatch of SFA publications, loans and periodicals registration and the input of bibliographic records onto the database.

Training
· To attend module one of the International Training Programme on Information

Other facilities


Books and reports : 3500 titles

Journal subscriptions: 45 titles

Journals stock


Maps and atlases: 1 map cabinet
22. 
Database Development (Ongoing and Completed)


Catalogue database of library holdings: Cataloguing is done using the Micro CD/ISIS software and the ASFISIS package developed by FAO. Currently there are some 900 records inputted and the process is still ongoing

23.
Information Services Offered (Ongoing and Completed)


Bibliographic Search Services: searches are done using both the local database and ASFA

Document Delivery: Local availability and RECOSCIX-WIO and other international institutions


Selective Dissemination of Information: ongoing

Acquisitions lists: ongoing

Training opportunities: ongoing

Research funding opportunities: ongoing
24.
Publicity and Public Awareness (Ongoing and Completed)


Visit to institutions: ongoing


Newspaper articles: ongoing

Website: N/A

Brochure(s): N/A

Newsletters: N/A

25. 
Linkages to Other Organisations/Groups


Science programmes - Data generation, Data flow in centre, input into project planning


Relation with WMO? GOOS? Other IOC programmes? Recoscix 


Support for consultants: None 


Information to policy makers: None


Relevant conferences/workshops attended: None 

26.
Contribution of Information Centre Activities to Ocean and Coastal Management at National Level

Indirect thorough the provision of Document/ Research papers

27.
Recommendations For Amendments To The Odinafrica Work Plan As Approved In May 2000 With Regard To Ocean Information Management

None

28.
Assessment of the Implementation of the Ocean Information Management Component of Odinafrica

Satisfactory
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