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1.
Name of Data Center
Ghana Oceanographic Data and Information Centre

2.
National ODINAFRICA Coordinator

Name: 




Dr. K. A. Koranteng
Designation:  



Ag. Deputy Director of Fisheries

Institution:  



Marine Fisheries Research Division

Address:  



P. O. Box BT 62, Tema, Ghana.

Telephone:  



(233 22) 208048

Fax:              



(233 22) 203066

Email: 




kwamek@africaonline.com.gh
3.
Data Centre Address

Name of Head of Data Centre:

Emmanuel K. Dovlo.

Designation:



Assistant Research Officer

Address:  



P. O. Box BT 62, Tema, Ghana. 

Telephone:  



(233 22) 202346

Fax:             



(233 22) 203066
Email:   



mfrd@africaonline.com.gh
URL:




Not yet available
4.
Description of Host Institution

Name of Host Institution:  

Marine Fisheries Research Division

Head of Host Institution:    

Dr. K. A. Koranteng

Designation:  



Ag. Deputy Director of Fisheries

Address:  



P. O. Box BT 62, Tema, Ghana.
Telephone: 



(233 22) 208048
Fax:           



(233 22) 203066
Email:  



kwamek@africaonline.com.gh
URL:




Not yet available

4.
Brief History

The institution was established in 1962 as Fisheries Research Unit under an Expanded Programme of Technical Assistant of the Food & Agriculture Organisation (FAO) to the Government of Ghana.  Between 1977 and1995 the name of the institute was changed to Research & Utilisation Branch, and Marine Fisheries Research Division of the Directorate of Fisheries (DOF) of Ministry of Food & Agriculture (MOFA).

5.
Objectives, Activities & Facilities

The main objective of the institute is to carry out scientific research on the marine environment and the fisheries resources of Ghana and in the effective exploitation and management of the resources.  MFRD also provides technical advise to the Government of Ghana for the formulation of fisheries policies, laws and regulations for the rational exploitation of fisheries resources.

The activities of the institute include the collection of oceanographic and fisheries data, the study of fisheries biology and exploitation.

The facilities available include coastal observation stations and a fisheries research vessel, which is out of operation at the moment.

6.
Participation in National / Regional / International Programmes


The institute collaborates with the following organisations that execute regional and international programmes and projects:

· Food  & Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations

· Organisation of African Unity (OAU)

· Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO

· Committee for East and Central Atlantic Fisheries (CECAF)

· International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas(ICCAT)

· The Gulf of Guinea Large Marine Ecosystem (LME) (UNIDO/GEF)

7.
Description of Data Centre

The Data Centre has not formally taken off.  A proposal has been prepared for a national workshop which will serve as the formal launching of the Ghana Oceanographic Data Centre (GODC).  Though recognized by IOC as a DNA the activities and obligation of MFRD to IOC is within MFRD and not the other ocean-related institutions. Therefore formal inauguration is needed to bring onboard the other ocean-related institutions. 

The Ghana National Commission/Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (GNC/IOC) which will serve as the Steering Committee of the ODINAFRICA project in Ghana is expected to play a vital role in the proposed first national workshop.

GNC/IOC has the following membership:

· Marine Fisheries Research Division, (Fisheries Dept - Ministry of Food & Agriculture)

· Water Research Institute (Council for Scientific and Industrial Research)

· Department of Oceanography and Fisheries, University of Ghana

· Department of Chemistry, University of Ghana

· Department of Zoology, University of Ghana

· Environmental Protection Agency 

· Survey Department

· Geological Survey Department

· Hydrology Division of the Ministry of Works and Housing

· Meteorological Services Department

· Ghana National Petroleum Corporation

· Regional Maritime Academy

· Ghana Shippers Council

· Ministry of Justice

· Ministry of Lands and Forestry

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs

· Ghana National Commission for UNESCO

8.
Objectives, National Framework, Physical Infrastructure, Staffing and Other Facilities

One of the major challenges facing Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) member states from Africa including Ghana is the access to and effective utilisation of data and information management, and sustainable exploitation of marine resources. The objectives and the national framework of the Data Centre seek to address this problem by promoting and facilitating communication among marine scientists at the national and regional level. The Data Centre will also promote scientific activities and the full use of scientific literature and information. 

The physical infrastructure and staffing would be organized from the host institution’s infrastructure and staff. It may be necessary to engage the services of a full-time secretary for the Data Centre.

MFRD has taken delivery of three computers and accessories for the data and information centres.

9.
Database Development, Data Product Development, Data Services, Publicity and Public Awareness, and Linkages To Other Organisations/Groups


Work at the Data Centre has not formally begun to take account of Database and Data Products developments, Publicity and Linkages to other organizations.

10.
Contribution of Data Centre Activities to Ocean and Coastal Management at National Level

The life and survival of the population living along the coast depend very much on marine and coastal resources. The ability to acquire, manage, archive and disseminate data to support decision-making and management of the Ocean and Coastal Zones are of paramount importance. It is therefore expected that when the project actually takes off, it will contribute immensely in this direction.

11.
Recommendations for Amendments to the ODINAFRICA Workplan as Approved in May 2000 with regard to Ocean Data Management

In view of the general delay in the implementation of the workplan I suggest that the time component of the workplan be reviewed.
12.
Assessment of The Implementation of the Ocean Data Management Component of ODINAFRICA during Jan - Aug 2001

The project has not been fully implemented in Ghana, no activity has yet been undertaken and assessment is therefore not possible.

13.
National ODINAFRICA Information Centre

          
Head of Information Centre:


Ms Hawa Bint Yaqub
          
Designation:




Research Officer

          
Address: 




P. O. Box BT- 62, Tema.  Ghana.

         
Telephone: 




(223 22) 202346

          
Fax:            




(223 22) 203066
          
Email:





mfrd@africaonline.com.gh

14.
Description of Information Centre

The National ODINAFRICA Information Centre is to be located at the library of MFRD which, was established in 1962.

15.
Objectives, Terms of Reference and National Framework

The main objective for the establishment of the library is to provide information on fish and fisheries to staff and the general public.  The collaborating institutions also provide and use literature from the library. Staffs and students of universities in Ghana also use the library

16.
Physical Infrastructure, Staffing and Other Facilities

The library is currently undergoing rehabilitation and rearrangement. The information centre will have a computer, which will be networked to the Data Centre. Ms Hawa Bint Yaqub is the head of the information centre and will be running the information management system to be provided under the project. She is assisted by Mr. Patrick Amartey. The library has in stock books, journals and reports.

17-18.
Database Development, Information Services offered, Publicity and Public Awareness, and Linkages to Other Organisation / Groups


             The Centre is yet to take off.  

19.
Contributions of Information Centre Activities to Ocean and Coastal Management at the National Level                    


The coastal zone supports a large proportion of the populations of Coastal States. The capacity to generate information in support of policies formulation and laws will help in sustainable management of the oceans and coastal zone. It is expected that when the project actually takes off in Ghana, the Information Centre will help Ghana in the sustainable management of her coast. 

20.
Recommendations for Amendments to the ODINAFRICA Workplan as Approved In May 2000 With Regard to Ocean Information Management

I suggest the timetable component of the work plan be reviewed to correspond with the proposed time table review for the Data Management.

21.
Assessment of the Implementation of the Ocean Information Management Component of ODINAFRICA during Jan - Aug 2001

The project has not yet taken off in Ghana and therefore assessment of its   implementation is not possible.

